
 

GCPTA MEETING MINUTES 
South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference Center 
Date: Friday, January 30, 2009 
Time: 9 a.m. – 12 noon 
 
President Eric Newby opened the business meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance.  There were 70 members 
and guests in attendance.  Introductions were given by all in attendance. 
 
Recognition of Bob Kosar 
Bob Kosar was recognized during the meeting for his contribution to the Alliance and its current website.  Bob was 
instrumental in the creation of the present GCPTA website format.  He also provided both technical assistance and 
maintenance functions for the website and Alliance members for several years.  Many Thanks Bob for your hard work 
and dedication in helping us present a great face on the web! 
 
Breakfast Sponsor 
Bill Draper, with Design Assistance Corporation (http://www.dac-3d.com/), gave a brief presentation about his company 
by using a slide show detailing his company’s mission and reviewing several of their products for use in industrial 
training.  Thanks very much for sponsoring the breakfast Bill! 
 
Approval of Last Meeting Minutes and New Members – Dorothy Ortego, McNeese University/GCPTA Secretary 
Minutes of the November 7, 2008 meeting were approved by a motion from Steve Ames and seconded by John Hough. 
The following individuals were approved as new Alliance members.  
 
In Region Associate Members 
Sally Genovese – Lion Copolymer 

Myra Fanning – John Zink Institute 

Carolyn Whitmire – Chevron Phillips  

Marie Kocurek – Valero, Corpus Christi 

Eddie Gibbs – Shell Chemical 

Kathryn Wentz – Texas PetroChemicals 

Theron Williams – Shell and Motiva 

Dr. Harold Housley – Navarro College 
 
Recognition of Shell Chemical – Eric Newby, BASF, GCPTA President 
Monte King was presented a special plaque in recognition of Shell Chemical’s support for the Alliance over the past 
three years.  Monetary contributions by Shell have helped to further the work of the Alliance in the areas of marketing, 
recruiting, and by representation at career fairs and other educational functions. 
 
Presentation, Scholarship Money Donated by Shell Chemical 
Monte King gave information on student scholarships funded by Shell Chemical and directed through the Center for the 
Advancement of Process Technology at College of the Mainland.  He reiterated these scholarships are for students from 
any college and encouraged the attendees to have their students make application to CAPT to take advantage of this 
funding. 
 
Presentation, “Leadership Initiative – Technical Competence Combined with Organizational & Human Resource Skills” 

Dr. Michael Gibson, University of Houston College of Technology 

Dr. Gibson presented information on a new degree plan for the college.  University of Houston wants to begin a 
Bachelor’s degree for graduates or employees who have high potential for leadership or supervisory roles.  Many of the 
courses in the PTEC degree program can be articulated into this degree plan.  The college needs input from Alliance 
members to see if there is support for this degree plan.  Money will be needed for start-up costs, instructors, and other 

http://www.dac-3d.com/


 

issues.  This can be achieved without an articulation agreement between the schools.  Mr. Gibson’s presentation will be 
available on the GCPTA website www.gcpta.org.   Go to www.tech.ud.edu to observe the course line up. 
 
Public Affairs Committee Report – John Hough, LCTCS – committee member 
Doug Kosmo, Baker Energy, was recognized as the new webmaster for the Alliance.  Thanks go to Walter Jackson for 
allowing Doug to help us maintain the website.  The PTEC DVD is complete.  Copies were distributed to the meeting 
attendees.  Copies have been sent to the Louisiana members and will soon be distributed to the Texas members as well.  
Harry Wood will attend several functions in February for the promotion of Process Technology.  Please contact Harry if 
you have opportunities for him to share information about the program.  padir@gcpta.org  
 
Standards and Quality Committee Report – Dorothy Ortego, McNeese State University, Committee co-chair 
Joseph “Jay” Gross was recognized and welcomed as the new industry co-chair for the committee. 
 
Kilgore College was recognized for completing the “endorsed college” process.  Those in attendance to accept the 
plaque were Randy Lewellen, Dean of Business, Technology, and Language Development, Dewey Greer, program 
instructor, Ray Player, adjunct instructor, and Pete Lamothe of Eastman Chemical Company. 
 
The following colleges were recognized and received date plates for their existing plaques as a part of the re-
endorsement process for the 2008 – 2009 year. 
 
Alvin Community College 

Baton Rouge Community College  

College of the Mainland 

Lamar Institute of Technology 

Louisiana Technical College – Ascension Campus 

Louisiana Technical College – River Parishes Campus 

McNeese State University 

Sowela Technical Community College 

 

Representatives were on hand to accept this honor and we congratulate each of them for maintaining the required 

criteria needed to ensure an outstanding PTEC program.  Please look for photos of these groups on the Alliance website. 

 
New Business   
 
Budget Review 
Glenn Johnson reviewed the 2009 budget summary document and responded to questions from the group.  The budget 
was approved by members as written.  Subscriptions are being sent early this year.  The group was reminded of the new 
mailing address for the Alliance.  Reserve funds are very low and Glenn stressed the importance of needing a strong 
response to the subscription request before the end of March in order for the Alliance to remain solvent. 
 
Maintenance Initiative 
Steve Ames reported on the maintenance network meeting held, Thursday, January 29 in conjunction with the Alliance 
quarterly meeting.  There were 28 attendees to the meeting with good representation from other alliances nationwide.  
The group briefly reviewed the previous meeting topics and worked on a path forward.  The group will work as an ad-
hoc committee of the Alliance with CAPT, Inc.  Steve stated we need more participants to help work on this initiative.  
The committee hopes to meet monthly during this year. 
 
CAPT Update 
Steve Ames, Secretary for CAPT, Inc. reported on the results of the August 2008 court hearing.  Both parties were 
mandated by the judge to begin mediation.  Draft agreements have been written, CAPT, Inc. has reviewed them and 
they have been sent back to CAPT COM.  This process is currently ongoing. 
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Quarterly Meeting Registration Fee 
Martha McKinley surveyed the voting members by email on the topic of increasing the meeting fee to $50.00 or, 
eliminating the paid luncheon.  The majority of surveyed members were in favor of increasing the meeting fee.  The 
meeting fee has only been increased once during the Alliances’ past years of existence, with food and room costs 
escalating every year.  Given the information in the budget documentation, the quarterly meetings have been in the 
“red” since 2004.  A motion was made by Mark Demark to increase the meeting fee to $50.00.  It was seconded by Jay 
Gross; there was no other discussion and the motion passed with 21 voting for and 0 opposed to the increase. 
The meeting discussion also brought forth various ideas and feedback from the attendees about other places to meet 
that would be more cost effective to the Alliance.  Martha will follow up with individual participants to get these ideas 
documented. 
 
Membership Committee 
A membership committee is being formed to help recruit new members.  This committee will also serve as greeters in 
the Alliance quarterly meetings to ensure new members make networking contacts and are introduced on a personal 
level to other attendees.  This group will serve as an ad-hoc committee through the Public Affairs committee for one 
year.  Results will be reviewed after that time to see if the committee will stay in place. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.   Members shared networking opportunities during lunch. 
 
Future GCPTA Meetings 

 

 Friday, April 24, 2009, Desselle Maggard Corporation, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 Thursday, July 23, 2009 Visions meeting, Gulf Coast Safety Institute, Texas City, Texas 

 Friday, July 24, 2009, South Shore Harbour, League City, Texas 

 Friday, November 13, 2009, site TBA, Lake Charles, Louisiana 
 
 
 
 
 
/copies to file 



 

 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name:  SOWELA Technical Community College 

Person Reporting: Linton Lecompte  
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled: 498 Number of Interns/Coops: 6 
Expected Graduates: 37    Number on Scholarships: 2 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

Our PTEC Students participate in Mock Interviews and Plant Tours thanks to our Local Advisory Board. 

 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

ENTERGY is providing funds for scholarships. We currently have two on ENTERGY’s funds. 

On Internships, we have two at ENTERGY, one at VEOLIA Waters, and three with SHELL OffShore. 

 

 

 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students: 6    Number of High Schools: one 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

 

All of our equipment is over a year old; however I’d say we have an adequate show and tell type of 

Laboratory. 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date: Jan. 27, 2009   New Scheduled Date: Feb. 18, 2009   
Hot Topics: 

PTEC Audits, Mock Interviews 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

Mock interviews, making our students Labor Ready 

 

Upcoming Events: 

March 2, 2009 Job fair, March 4, 2009 SHELL testing for OffShore Internships 

 

 

 



 

 
State PTEC Advisory Board – Campus Update 

 

 

Campus:           Ascension 

 

Month: january   2009    

 

PTEC AAS Enrollment & Graduate Data 

PTEC AAS  2007 2008 2009 

 

 

 

E 
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    Spr Sum Fall Spr Sum Fall Spr Sum Fall 

Full-time    35  45 42  58 49   

Part-time    53 34 49 43  82 103   

PTEC 101    20  20   29 55   

Interns    4 4 14 5  1 2   

Scholarships    9 4 8   8 11   

              

g 
R 

A 

D 

U 

Projected    11 4 5 12  15 15   

Actual    10 2        

Placement    3 3 7  4     

 

Internship Program 

Currently need 6 internships  

 

Lab Implementation Status into Curriculum 

Currently pricing cbt  packages for lab and class support 

 

Audit Action Plan Gap Closures 

 

 

PTEC Instructor Development 

 



 

 

Successes to Share / Best Practices 

20 high schoolers enrolled in current program  , working very well,  

 

Issues/Opportunities 

 

 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings (most recent meeting date, next meeting date, hot topics) 

Jan 27th 

 

 

Miscellaneous 

Have plc on one lab unit is burnt out 

 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name Nunez Community College 

Person Reporting Julie Riolo 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled   238 Number of Interns/Coops   7 
Expected Graduates   24    Number on Scholarships    10 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

SGA 

 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

 Five students will begin an internship at Chalmette’s Exxon Refinery.  One student is  

 Currently doing an internship at Air Products, and another at Entergy (Nine Mile Point). 

 

 

 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students   7    Number of High Schools    1 

Comments: 

We are making a video which will advertise at Chalmette High to advertise PTEC. 

 

 

 

 



 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

Received HOT Unit, Closed Loop Sample Station, which has been donated by  

Scoty Owens LLC,  RS-9 pcs Reactor System,  Distillation Process Trainer, 

A Frame Rigging System, and more. 

 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date  Oct 14, 2008   New Scheduled Date  March 9, 2009 
Hot Topics: 

Students are performing up to 60 different exercises on our new hands on Trainer.  A  

Purchase Order has been sent to begin the construction of Nunez’s Life Size Methanol  

Plant. 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

We purchased NO MEX coveralls, hard hats, eye protection, hearing protection and  

safety Equipment for PTEC students. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

State PTEC Audit, NAIT Reaccreditation Audit, PTEC Job Fair and Refinery Tours are 

all on the list for upcoming events. 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name  ITI Technical College 

Person Reporting Jack Baggett 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled 86 Number of Interns/Coops None 
Expected Graduates  20   Number on Scholarships None 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

 

None 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

 

We just recently completed 4 internships, all resulting with jobs. 

 

 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students   5   Number of High Schools 1 

Comments: 

 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

 

None recently 



 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date  11/11/08   New Scheduled Date 2/10/09  
Hot Topics: 

 

Transportation Worker Identification Cards (TWIC) 

 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

 

Program Department Heads are closely tracking students with poor attendance and/or academic 

performance. Status reports are given every Tuesday.  The intention is to improve retention.   

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Career Fair is scheduled for May 28, 2009. 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name  Kilgore College 

Person Reporting Dewey Greer 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled 61 Number of Interns/Coops 0 
Expected Graduates  15   Number on Scholarships 10 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

NONE 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

Enbridge Energy and Eastman Chemical Company offer scholarships for the students.   

Kilgore College also offers the students Scholarships for Process Technology. 

Kilgore College offers a new In-House (On-Campus) Internship/Special Topics in Petroleum 

Technology/Technician (PTRT 1491) as an alternative for Internship (CTEC 2486). 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students   0  Number of High Schools 0 

Comments: 

 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

Kilgore College PTEC purchased an Amatrol T5553 Temperature Process Control Module. 

There are Five new computers in the computer lab; Marsha Short with GMRC donated $5000 for the five 

new computers. 

 



 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date January 23, 2009  New Scheduled Date      April 3, 2009 
Hot Topics: 

GCPTA PTEC Program Audit Endorsement 

Student Enrollment 

Career Globe EXPO 

Scholarships/Internships 

 

New Best Practice: 

Computer Delta TV Control installed on equipment. 

Simtronics simulator computer training 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Career Globe EXPO 

GCPTA meeting January 30, 2009. 

GCPTA PTEC Program Audit Endorsement 

 



 

College Advisory Report: 1-27-2009 SPRING 2009 
College Name Alvin Community College 
Person Reporting Mark Demark 
Student Information: 
Number Enrolled 157 Number of Interns/Coops 4 
Expected Graduates 30 Number on Scholarships 6 
Student Organization Activities: 
Our students will tour Lyondell-Basel March/April 2009 
Comments: (Tell us about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, 
etc.) 
High School PTech Programs: 
Number of Students none Number of High Schools none 
Comments: 
The high school PTEC programs will kick off the Fall term 2009 at both Alvin and 
Pearland ISD's 
New Equipment: (Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 
Champion Technologies allowed us to remove items from their unwanted equipment area, 
and we came back with a pickup truck full of stuff. 
Advisory Committee Meetings: 
Recent Past Date 12-10-2008 Next Scheduled Date 3-11-2009 
Hot Topics: 
c Adopted a new Vision, Mission, and Objectives 
c Added a new Math option to the curriculum: Math-1333 "Math for Technicians"; and 
PSYC-1300 "Learning Strategies" to substitute for 2 PHED courses 
New Best Practice: 
Plant tours for students Wednesday afternoon, one per term 
Upcoming Events: 
Process Technology Spring High School Forum, all day 4-1-2009 
PTAC-2420 Project Interview, 6-8 pm 4-7-2009 
Process Technology Community Open House, 5-8 pm 6-9-2009 

 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name Texas State Technical College Marshall 

Person Reporting Bobby Key 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled 30 Number of Interns/Coops 2 
Expected Graduates  6    Number on Scholarships 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

 None 

 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

Lance Kennedy – Calumet Lubricants Shreveport, LA 

Jeff Cohen – Shell Oil 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students   0   Number of High Schools   0 

Comments: 

 

 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

Boiler acoustic leak detector monitor.  Donated by Pirkey power plant. 

 

 



 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date 12-18-2008    New Scheduled Date 4-1-2009  
Hot Topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name          San Jacinto Community College Central 

Person Reporting         Mike Speegle                                January 22, 2009 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled        320 Number of Interns/Coops 4 
Expected Graduates  50   Number on Scholarships 12 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

 

 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

8 students received $500 scholarships from Lubrizol; 4 female students received special $1000 

scholarships from Lubrizol.l 

The department hosted another Shell sponsored female process technology seminar on May 13th 

and an open seminar on May 14th. Twenty-four females attended on the 13th and 19 people on the 

14th. 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students   8   Number of High Schools          2 

Comments:  

Adding two more high schools to the dual credit program 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

Department purchased a used dryer for drying plant air and is in process of adding it as hands-on 

training to the pilot plant. 

Added large vertical filter with basket and bag to the pilot plant for hands-on training with filters. 

 



 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date  Sept 10, 2008  New Scheduled Date    November 12, 2008 
 

Hot Topics: 

Review of syllabi 

Dual credit courses between high school and college 

 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

 

Upcoming Events:   

 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name     College of the Mainland 

Person Reporting  Jerry Duncan 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled   350 Number of Interns/Coops 5 
Expected Graduates    70 Annually   Number on Scholarships 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

 

 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

BP is continuing to hire 5 – 7 interns per semester 

 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students      Number of High Schools 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

 



 

 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date 11-13-09    New Scheduled Date 1-27-09  
Hot Topics: 

The advanced process systems course was piloted in the Fall of 2008 with excellent results and feedback 

Huge spring enrollment – 99 new students. This is the largest spring class ever 

 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name   Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 

Person Reporting    Tommie Ann Broome 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled   165 Number of Interns/Coops  6 
Expected Graduates May -17  Aug -27   Dec -33  Number on Scholarships  15 

 

Student Organization Activities: 

Skills USA 

Students have just organized a PTEC Club 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

Chevron Pascagoula Refinery offers 4 full scholarships every Fall 

Students are also eligible to receive Career Technical Scholarships if they take Vo-Tech  

Classes for two years during High School.  

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students      Number of High Schools 

Comments: 

 

 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

 

 



 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date     New Scheduled Date   
Hot Topics: 

Met with Shell to discuss opening internship opportunities in the Mobile Ala. area 

Met with Chevron to discuss increasing internship offers to year round ( agreed) 

Chevron will also do special session of pr-employment test at school just for PTEC 

Visited a coal gasification facility in Alabama with Mississippi Power. 

 

New Best Practice: 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

 

 



 

College Advisory Report 
 

College Name    Baton Rouge Community College 

Person Reporting   Dr. Sharon Flanagan 
 

Student Information:  
Number Enrolled    307 (we are not yet at the 14th day) Number of Interns/Coops  12 
Expected Graduates    55    Number on Scholarships    5 

(100 graduates for the entire year, December, 30) 

Student Organization Activities: 

 

None at this time. 

 

Comments: (Let us know about your student internships, student scholarships, special programs, etc.) 

 

Due to the economic downturn our major Internship participant has pulled their positions.  We are 

working to get new internships at this time. 

 

 

High School PTech Programs: 

Number of Students    15    Number of High Schools        2 

Comments: 

We are teaching PTEC 203 Safety, this semester 

 

 

New Equipment: 

(Special units, plants, etc. (if donated, by whom)) 

 

Three-phase separator 

 



 

Advisory Committee Meetings: 

Recent Past Date December, 2008   New Scheduled Date 2/24/09  
Hot Topics: 

Reorganization of Divisions, Internships, High School classes, new Advisory Board members 

 

 

 

New Best Practice: 

 

Graduate Survey and continued contact with recent and past graduates 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 

 

 

 


