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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PTEC enrollments up 12%

In GCPTA member colleges
Enrollments at Gulf Coast Process Technology Alliance member colleges exceeded 5,000 in the fall semester of 2008.

The headcount in Process Technology programs in universities and community and technical colleges was up 12 percent to 5,080.

The colleges anticipate more than 370 associate of applied science degree graduates in December.

Lamar Institute of Technology in Beaumont (543), Sowela Technical Community College in Lake Charles, LA (491) and  Louisiana Technical  College–River Parishes at Reserve, LA.(452) had the largest enrollments.

The three largest enrollment colleges expect to have a third of the graduates in December, 122. 

The enrollment increases were a result of the colleges answering industry’s need for graduates to fill vacancies created by retirement of Baby Boomers and plant expansions.

Jerry Duncan, program director at College of the Mainland in Texas City, TX, said his college had a record number of new students entering this fall, 125. The old record was 114. College of the Mainland had 390 students majoring in Process Technology in the Fall semester. Duncan expects COM to graduate 25.

Other colleges and their enrollments  (the first number in parenthesis) and graduates include Alvin, TX,  Community College (155-25), Brazosport College in Lake Jackson, TX, (310-30), Baton Rouge Community College (335-20), Delmar College in Corpus Christi, TX(90-10), Houston Community College (182-30), ITI Technical College in Baton Rouge, LA (56-22), Kilgore College in Kilgore, TX(64-6), Lamar State College –Orange, TX  (60-12 certificates), Louisiana Delta Community College-Monroe, LA (66-12), LTC-Ascension in Sorrento, LA (140-16), McNeese State University, Lake Charles, LA (118-9), 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College in Gaither, MS (160-25), San Jacinto College in Pasadena, TX (290-50),  Southwest Mississippi Community College in Summit, MS (a new program with 12 students),  Texas State Technical College-Marshall, TX, Victoria College in Victoria, TX (70-4)and Wharton County Jr. College in Bay City, TX (112-10).
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